
Clarence Central School District:  Special Education FAQ on Reopening 7-30-2020 

 

1. For special education students who attend school full days Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, would 
they be integrated with general education students from both the AM and PM cohorts?  How does the 
integration portion of many students IEP's fit in with maintaining cohorts?  What will this look like for our 
kiddos? 

The only students coming five full days are those at the elementary level who are in a Special Class 8:1:1 @ 
SH, or 8:1:2 @ CC,  a Special Class 12:1:1 and 15:1:2 @ MS, or a Special Class 12:1:1 @ HS. ENL students 
will also be attending full days. 

Students in an integrated model (receiving a combination of Special Class services, Integrated Co-Teachnings 
services or Consultant Teacher services will follow the 5 ½ day schedule at the Elementary level and the 
Hybrid plan at the Secondary level, unless parents choose 100% remote. 

Opportunities for inclusion will be determined once the # of students returning to school and schedules have 
been established. Keeping students in consistent cohorts and parent input regarding inclusion will be 
considered. IEP mandates will be provided per NYSED Opening Guidance (pg 114) 

Until schools return to normal operating conditions, the same flexibility with respect to IEP implementation 

for delivery of services during school closures due to the COVID-19 outbreak continues to apply to 

the programs and services whether delivered in-person and/or remotely (e.g., flexibility with respect to 

the mode and/or manner; group or individual sessions; specific group size for related services, frequency, 

duration and location of related services, and special class size ratio etc.). 

Consistent with previously issued OSE guidance, school districts must ensure that, to the greatest extent 

possible, each student with a disability can be provided the special education and related services 

identified in the student’s IEP. During the 2020-21 school year, due to the health and safety requirements 

that must be in place when schools resume, schools may not be able to provide all services 

in the same mode and/or manner they are typically provided. 

More information will be provided once the Governor has made his decision. 

 

2. Will accommodations be made for parents who are transporting students to two different schools due to one 
child's special education needs (ie: always being late due to drop off of another student, or being late to pick up 
due to picking up another student at the same time), meaning that a child will not be marked tardy, or will have 
a supervised place in school to be until a late pick up can be made due to wait and drive time from another 
building? 

It is our understanding that students will not be marked tardy. Please consult your building principal for details 
regarding arrival and dismissal procedures. You are also able to take advantage of early drop off and pick up. 
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3. Asking for clarification on related services: will related services as written on IEPs remain the same, or will 
there be more push in vs. pull out?  it was confusing in the plan as written. 

Per NYSED Re-Opening Guidance related services will be provided to the greatest extent possible. Services 
may be in school, a combination of in school and remote or remote depending on scheduling. Scheduling of 
related services typically takes place the first week of school.  

Until schools return to normal operating conditions, the same flexibility with respect to IEP implementation 

for delivery of services during school closures due to the COVID-19 outbreak continues to apply to 

the programs and services whether delivered in-person and/or remotely (e.g., flexibility with respect to 

the mode and/or manner; group or individual sessions; specific group size for related services, frequency, 

duration and location of related services, and special class size ratio etc.). 

Consistent with previously issued OSE guidance, school districts must ensure that, to the greatest extent 

possible, each student with a disability can be provided the special education and related services 

identified in the student’s IEP. During the 2020-21 school year, due to the health and safety requirements 

that must be in place when schools resume, schools may not be able to provide all services 

in the same mode and/or manner they are typically provided. 

Schedules will be further defined once we have the Governor’s decision and results from District Surveys. 

4. Will the district be creating a video of what a typical day will look like, not with cartoons, but actual footage of 
expectations and what buildings will look like?  Everything from temperature checks as home, getting on the 
bus at home, getting off the bus at school, walking down the hall and what the signage looks like, what to 
expect when they arrive at their classroom and what it will look like, etc... all the way through going home.  This 
is going to be an integral part to preparing all students for a successful return to school, not just special 
education students. 

There will be Parent Resources on the District website as well as on each Building website including pre-made 
videos, social stories, suggestions for having your child wear a mask, social distancing, etc. We are hoping to 
create videos as well, but this will be dependent on when buildings are set up, PPE equipment has arrived and 
cleaning schedules. Our goal is to have at least one video and/or pictures for elementary level and secondary 
level if access to all buildings is not doable prior to school opening.  

 

5.  How will specials be factored into the hybrid plan?  Will they be rotated so that students will receive specials 
in person some weeks and remotely others so that art, for example, isn't always done remotely for one cohort 
of students? 
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Schedules will be further defined once we have the Governor’s decision and know how many students will 
return to school. 

 

6. Will related services only occur at school?  Or will some services have to be delivered virtually? 

See answer to question #3 

 

7. How will the IEP needs of MS and HS students be met with only two days of in person instruction?  Why is 
there not an option for MS and HS students with IEPs that are not in lower numbered classroom sizes to 
receive four days of in person instruction just like the elementary students? 

Elementary students who are receiving services in a less restrictive environment are only attending school ½ 
days and receiving remote instruction the other ½ day. This is similar to the level of support provided in  the 
hybrid option for MS and HS. As per DOH guidance, requiring students to be 6’ apart to social distance, a 
hybrid program is necessary to due space limitations. 

  

8. Where will elementary level students who are in the building four days go when the school is being 
disinfected between AM and PM cohorts if the half day hybrid plan is utilized?  

Students attend 5 full days will only be those in a Special Class 8:1:1 (SH),  and 8:1:2 (CC). These students 
will be eating lunch in their classrooms.  Classrooms will be disinfected nightly. 

Students receiving an integrated program at HH or SH will attend the 5 ½  program with in-school and remote 
learning. 

  

9. Will the lower level math classes that were cut at the HS level be added back to the curriculum next year?  
Expecting special education students to complete a regents level math requirement is not feasible in all cases.  
Why weren't some of the AP and honors level courses cut, and some of the classes that are meant for special 
education students left? 

As per Dr. Hicks this is a one year decision due to the current situation.  

This is a response to the social distancing guidelines and keeping kids and faculty safe during this pandemic.  
Combining the levels provided an opportunity to lower class sizes (and keep them in their math class with their 
IEP supports) so that we could social distance students to keep them safe in the hybrid model. Or special 
education students in the two year algebra and the non-regents courses are capable of earning credit in the 
regents courses. 

Honors classes were combined with the regents courses. Eliminating AP classes didn't lower class sizes so 
they were left as is. 
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10. Will the 65 low pass option still be available for remote learning this year? 

As per Dr. Hicks, grading decisions will be determined by the building principals and staff. 

  

11. What support will be in place for students in the MS and HS who have IEPs, but will only be in school two 
days a week?  Will those related services be completed virtually? 

 Related services will be provided in school, remotely or a combination of both as schedules allow. Students 
will still have a special education teacher assigned as their case manager. IEPs will be implemented to the 
greatest extent possible as per NYSED Re-Opening Guidance (see above, #3). 

 

12. Will IEP and other parent meetings for special education services be held virtually or in person?  

IEP meetings will be held virtually and/or in person with social distancing, per parents and participants 
requests. Any one attending inf person will need to follow health guidelines and required paperwork. 

  

13. What supports will be in place for students prior to the start of the school year to help with transition? 

Please see question # 4 regarding parent resources. Also the first four days of school will be ½ day and will be 
focusing on the social/emotional supports needed to transition back to school, PPE guidelines and 
expectations and remote learning expectations and use of schoology, etc. 

  

14. With either hybrid plan Wednesday is remote learning district wide.  What will Wednesday remote learning 
look like for special education students, especially at the elementary level? 

MS and HS will have a condensed schedule of classes on Wednesday in the AM only via remote. For the PM 
on Wednesdays the student will complete asynchronous activities. Students in Special Class 12:1:1 and 15:1: 
2  at MS and HS will attend 4 full days (Monday, Tuesday Thursday, and Friday). Wednesday for these 
students will be remote. The MS/HS students in the CT and ICOT program will attend 2 days a week in either 
group A or B.  The other days they will be provided remote instruction.   

Students in Special Class 8:1:1 at SH or 8:1:2 at CC will attend 5 full days.  The elementary students in the 
Integrated, CT, and ICOT program will attend 5 days a week for a ½ day each day.  The other part of the day 
they will be provided asynchronous activities by their teacher to complete at a convenient time for parents.   

 

15. Will resource room, RTI services, reading/math room help remain available for students to access, how 
and when? 
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Resource room services will be provided to the greatest extent possible per NYSED Re-Opening Guidance. It 
may be provided in school and/or remotely. 

RTI and academic intervention will be determined as per schedules by building principals. Since the class 
numbers are cut in half it allows more individualized attention to work on student needs.  RTI supports are pre-
special education supports to students.  We will still have structured study hall, tutoring, and the LAC available 
at the Secondary level to all students for extra help. 

 

16. What level of communication can parents expect from special education teachers throughout the year? 

Teachers will be expected to communicate with parents and students as they are always expected to 
communicate. If special education teachers are not communicating, parents should not hesitate to contact the 
teacher directly via email. If teachers do not respond, parents should contact their building principal, or the 
Director or Assistant Director of Special Education. 

 

17. If I choose to homeschool my special needs child, will related services still be provided by the district? 

Yes, if a parent decides on Home Instruction (Homeschooling) for their child, a CSE meeting would be held to 
determine the level of services to be provided. Services would be dependent upon the therapists schedule and 
would need to be delivered remotely. If you would like to Home Instruct your child then you will need to send a 
letter of intent to the District Office/Dr. Hicks.   

 

18. If I choose 100% virtual learning for my child, will they still be able to receive their related services? 

Yes, related services will be provided to the greatest extent possible per NYSED Re-Opening Guidance. 
Services would be dependent upon the therapists schedule and would need to be delivered remotely. As 
previously stated 100% virtual learning is not as effective as in-person learning.  

 

 

 

 


